
 

 

OCS Tsunami Protocol 

The tsunami plan for Ocean Charter School at 12870 Panama St. is a stay-at-school 

accountability plan with a preplanned inland evacuation backup. This is not an automatic 

evacuation after every coastal warning. 

California’s official mapping indicates that Panama Street and Beethoven is outside the mapped 

tsunami hazard area (California Geological Survey) 

 

1. If strong earthquake shaking occurs; follow Emergency Preparedness Plan 

• Everyone immediately Drops, Covers, and Holds On.  

• When shaking stops, SERT check for structural damage, fire, gas leaks, and injuries  

• Evacuate buildings to on campus evacuation areas 

• Teachers bring emergency backpacks with rosters 

• Triage team brings medications 

• Reunion gate team brings student-release materials 



 

• Do not begin a tsunami evacuation merely because an earthquake occurred unless:  

o officials order the campus to evacuate  

o updated mapping places the campus in the hazard area  

o flooding or another immediate danger threatens the campus.  

2. If a tsunami watch or advisory is issued 

Because the campus is mapped outside the hazard area: 

• Students and staff remain on campus  

• Trips, practices, and activities near beaches, Marina del Rey, Ballona Creek, wetlands, 

canals, and harbor areas are cancelled  

• SERT monitors official alerts continuously 

• SERT prepares for a possible evacuation order without dismissing students 

• Communicate to families not to come to campus unless instructed; unnecessary traffic 

could interfere with emergency operations 

3. If a tsunami warning or evacuation order includes the campus 

• OCS will follow the geographic evacuation instructions from public-safety officials 

immediately  

• All on campus will evacuate on foot whenever authorities recommend it  

1. Route: head at least on mile East on Culver Blvd, aiming to reach Tellefson Park, 

11057 Washington Pl, Culver City, CA 90232, 2+ miles Noth East 

2. If the park area is unsafe, the next destination will be North East to Mar Vista 

Recreation Center, 11430 Woodbine St, Los Angeles, CA 90066. These will also 

serve as reunification sites. 

3. 6th grade classes will pair with TK classes, 7th grade classes will pair with Kinder 

classes, and 8th Grade classes will pair with 1st grade classes to assist in the on-

foot transportation of the youngest students. SPED staff and SERT will assist 

others who may have difficulty during the evacuation. 

4. Communication officer will send a family message explaining that students will 

not be released during the active evacuation movement. 

5. Communication officer will send a family message explaining reunification 

instructions at the final evacuation location once authorities give the all-clear. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

• OCS will not use the roof as a vertical-evacuation location unless emergency officials 

instruct to do so  

• OCS will maintain classroom groups with the lead teacher and support staff  

• Teachers will take attendance:  

1. before leaving campus 

2. before and after crossing streets 

3. upon reaching the evacuation location 

4. after a movement or student release 

• Remain at the safe location until officials issue an all-clear 

*Tsunamis arrive in a series, and the first wave may not be the largest.  

Alerts and Communications: 

Emergency alerts and OCS emergency communication methods: 

• Wireless Emergency Text Alerts (Simple text) 

• Alert LA County   

• Battery-powered NOAA weather radio  

• SERT monitoring of Tsunami.gov 

• OCS Emergency WhatsApp 

• MailChimp communications 

• Los Angeles County Tsunami Hazard Areas 

 

https://ready.lacounty.gov/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.tsunami.gov/
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/tsunami/maps/los-angeles?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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