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Director’s Report 
June 1, 2026

Receive the children in reverence.
Educate them with love.
Send them forth in freedom.
~ Rudolf Steiner

Educational Program 

Testing:
CAASPP: California Assessment of Student Performance
All students in grades 3 – 8 have finished mandatory CAASPP state testing. Students in all these grades take the ELA Computer Adapative Test (CAT), the ELA Performance Task, the Math Computer Adaptive Test (CAT) and the Math Performance Task. Students in grades 5th and 8th also take the Science test.  Individual results are available in June, are shared with parents/guardians and teachers, and are filed in student cumulative record files.

NWEA: Northwest Evaluation Association
All students in grades K – 8th are completing their NWEA testing in ELA and Math.  These required benchmark tests are intended to track student growth over the course of the year as they are administered three times per year.  Results are shared with parents and are used to inform instruction along with teacher observation, classroom assessments, and CAASPP results. 

TK and Kindergarten Assessments:
As the students come to the end of the year, early childhood teachers are carefully observing them in specific areas according to the domains specified in the California Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP).  Using careful observation in TK and both observation and formal assessment in K, teachers describe students’ current development and share this information with parents and with teachers for the coming year.

Sharing Student Progress with Parents:
End of Year Reports (TK – 8th) and Report Cards (6th – 8th):
Teachers will be crafting individualized reports for each student based on their performance and growth over the course of the year.  Each report contains a brief developmental overview, a description of the curriculum of the year, and individualized descriptions  for each student (narrative comments and current performance levels).  OCS faculty works diligently to create reports that accurately reflect student performance and highlight growth in ways that are informative for parents.  These reports are sent out as early as possible over summer along with students’ CAASPP and end of year NWEA results.

Summer Professional Development:
OCS Summer Institute: (OCSSI)
The OCSSI will be held the week of June 22nd for all TK – 8th grade levels, except 3rd, due to the unavailability of the scheduled faculty lead for that grade level.   The institute faculty comes from current as well as former OCS teachers and mentors.  They will bring an understanding of child development at the specific grade level focus as well as academic rigor, movement, the arts (visual and musical), and strategies to build a healthy social environment for each class in ways that focus on diversity, equity, inclusion and belonging. The institute faculty looks forward to welcoming teachers from OCS as well as other Waldorf schools. More information on the institute can be found here.

Other Professional Development:
Unfortunately, not all OCS teachers are able to participate in this year’s OCSSI so some teachers will be attending other professional development opportunities that are sponsored by OCS and that support their needs for the coming year.

New Parent Orientations:
New parent orientations for all incoming TK – 8th grade families will be held June 9th from 8:45 – 10:45am for TK and K and from to help new families learn more about public Waldorf Education at OCS, to introduce them to our school culture and practices, and to help them support their children for the start of the coming year.

Operations 
OCS Summer Camp:
OCS’ summer camp will be held for five weeks over summer starting at the end of June.  Children will enjoy a variety of activities including arts and crafts, cooking, water play, sports, and skills practice in reading, writing and math that are brought by OCS staff in accordance with Extended Learning Opportunity Program (ELOP) requirements.  

Facilities: 
Solar Project: 
· We are currently making payments for services rendered to ensure qualify for grandfathering in for federal ITC by July 4th (5% of total project costs)
· Kickoff meeting with Tim, Maryangee, Kristy, and CEC to go over billing for the project that goes not only through CTC but also through DOE
· Coordinating with LAUSD for required oversight/inspections per development agreement
· Planning for as much of the work as possible over summer

Building Maintenance: 
Administration is working with both our Maintenance Coordinator and our day porter to prioritize our list of summer projects as well as our list of ongoing maintenance items.  The board will be updated on a proposed overall maintenance plan for our new facility in the coming months. 

Grounds Maintenance: 
Plans for summer grounds maintenance are in the works given less summer staffing.  OCS’ Green Team lead, day porter, Maintenance Coordinator, and Campus Coordinator will be finalizing these plans in the coming weeks.

Shade Structure: 
The parent team on this project has received four quotes for shade structures that are largely similar in terms of location, type, and amount of shade provided. One of the vendors is significantly less expensive, but their structures are not yet DSA approved. Those costs are still unknown. The costs range from 410k to 134k, with the lowest one not reflecting DSA costs yet.  The quotes include both structures for the TK/K yard and for the egg.  The quotes do not include a shade structure over the amphitheater. 
Outstanding Issues to be Addressed by any vendor:
· Ground depth: We need to confirm the dirt depth above the garage's roof on the west end of Egg to ensure it is deep enough to support the shade structure's base. This must be verified by the vendor using construction plans or probe testing.
· Sight lines: The selected vendor should provide detailed plans showing the blind spots created by the shade structures:
· From the second floor of the Classroom Building (including the garden)
· From the ground level toward the amphitheatre stage
· Nighttime Light / Shadows: The selected vendor should provide a detailed study showing specific areas of shadow that will be created by the Egg shade structures blocking the existing outdoor lights. The study should include predicted light levels in lumens.
· Precise Placement / Concrete:  The selected vendor will need to review construction blueprints to verify the selected locations that are still being explored are suitable.
Next Steps:
1. Consider budget. Is this a priority for the Board? Where will the money come from?
2. Does the Board want to set up a task force to keep working on this project (task force would work with ED and Maintenance Coordinator to review specific bids, follow up with vendors, etc.)
3. Do we want to get a quote for the amphitheater area as well?


Community

End of Year Events
4th and 5th Grade Concert: For the first time, OCS held separate events for our Strings concert and electives performance.  The audience gave rave reviews of this separation and of our two 4th grade classes’ and three 5th grade classes’ performance on strings.  This year, OCS contracted for strings instruction with The Orchestra Place whose teacher, Mr. Gabriel, taught all strings classes this year.  The students learned a wide variety of pieces, from classical to jazz to a medley of popular songs.  Students worked hard all year with the instruction of Mr. Gabriel and the guidance of their class teachers for support. 

6th – 8th Electives Presentation: 6th – 8th grade students will share the results of their semester’s work on Tuesday, June 2nd, in the early evening. Their presentations will reflect their work in Digital Arts, Acting, Studio Arts, Drumming, Band Ensemble, and Study Skills, Leadership.

Rose and Rock Ceremony:  OCS’ annual Rose and Rock Ceremony will be held on Thursday, June 4th, the second to last day of school and the day before graduation.  As we have three 8th grade classes this year, two of our 8th grade graduates will receive roses from their first grade class buddies and one 8th grade class will receive roses from their fourth grade buddies.  All grades classes will offer a parting gift (song, poem, etc.) to the 8th grade graduates to send them off with love.  After the Rose Ceremony, the rising 8th grade classes (current 7th graders) will be presented with painted rocks from the 8th graders made on their camping trips that represent the responsibility and honor of being the lead classes on our campus next year.

Graduation: Graduation will be held the last day of school on June 5th at 8:30am.  For the first time, OCS will have three graduating 8th grade classes.  8th grade teachers and administration have worked together to create a ceremony that keeps our two hour ceremony time while still honoring the spirit and individuality of all three classes.
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