
Element 14 – Mandatory Dispute Resolution 
 

“The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the entity granting the charter to resolve 
disputes relating to provisions of the charter.” (Ed. Code § 47605(b)(5)(N).) 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Any claim, controversy or dispute between the District and Charter School arising out of 
or relating to this Charter, except for any claim, controversy or dispute related to the 
authorization (non-renewal, revision and/or revocation) of this Charter, (“Dispute”) shall 
be resolved pursuant to the terms of this Element 14. 

 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, each party shall bear and be solely 
responsible for all of its own attorneys’ fees, costs and expenses associated with any 
Dispute, including, but not limited to, any written/oral communication, meeting, Issues 
Conference, mediation, arbitration, administrative and/or civil action (including all levels 
of appeal), and no party shall be ordered to pay, or be awarded, any other party’s 
attorneys’ fees, costs or expenses in connection therewith, regardless of who may be 
deemed the prevailing party.  Any fees, costs and expenses charged by a mediator or 
arbitrator (including all associated administration fees, costs and expenses) shall be 
shared equally by the parties regardless of the outcome or award.  To that effect, any 
order or award of attorneys’ fees, costs and/or expenses, or mediator’s or arbitrator’s fees, 
costs or expenses (including any associated administration fees, costs and expenses), 
issued by a mediator, arbitrator, judicial officer (including all levels of appeal) or jury in 
any Dispute shall be deemed invalid as a matter of law and unenforceable by one party 
against the other party. 

 

PROPOSITION 39 DISPUTES 

 

Any Dispute related to or arising out of Education Code §47614 and/or its implementing 
regulations set forth in California Code of Regulations, title 5, section 11969 et seq. 
(“Proposition 39”), shall be resolved in accordance with the procedures set forth below: 

 



1) Any Dispute shall be communicated in writing (“Written Notification”). The 
Written Notification must identify the nature of the Dispute and all supporting facts.  
The Written Notification shall be tendered to the other party by personal delivery, 
by facsimile or e-mail, or by certified mail.  The Written Notification shall be 
deemed received (a) if personally delivered, upon date of delivery to the address of 
the person to receive such notice if delivered by 5:00 p.m., or otherwise on the 
business day following personal delivery; (b) if by facsimile or e-mail, upon 
electronic confirmation of receipt; or (c) if by certified mail, two (2) business days 
after deposit in the U.S. Mail.  

 
Unless directed otherwise, all Written Notifications to the District and Charter School 
shall be addressed respectively as follows: 

      

Director 

Charter Schools Division 

Los Angeles Unified School District 

333 South Beaudry Avenue, 20th Floor 

Los Angeles, California 90017 

 

 Director/Principal 

      Ocean Charter School 

 7400 West Manchester Blvd. 

      Westchester, California 90045 

  

2)  A written response (“Written Response”) shall be tendered to the other party within 
twenty (20) business days from the date of receipt of the Written Notification or 
other date as determined by mutual agreement of the parties.  The Written Response 
shall be tendered to the other party by personal delivery, by facsimile or e-mail, or 
by certified mail.  The Written Response shall be deemed received (a) if personally 
delivered, upon date of delivery to the address of the person to receive such 
communication if delivered by 5:00 p.m., or otherwise on the business day 
following personal delivery; (b) if by facsimile or e-mail, upon electronic 
confirmation of receipt; or (c) if by certified mail, two (2) business days after 
deposit in the U.S. Mail. 

  
3) If the Dispute has not been resolved by mutual agreement from the Written 

Response, the parties agree to schedule a conference to discuss the Dispute 
identified in the Written Notice (“Issue Conference”).  The Issue Conference shall 



take place within fifteen (15) business days from the date on which the Written 
Response is received by the other party or other date as determined by mutual 
agreement of the parties.   

 

4) If the Dispute has not been resolved by mutual agreement at the Issue Conference, 
either party may then request that the Dispute be resolved by mediation.  Within 
fifteen (15) business days of the date of the request for mediation or other date as 
determined by mutual agreement of the parties, the parties shall mutually agree 
upon the selection of a mediator.  If the parties are unable to mutually agree upon 
the selection of a mediator, the mediator shall be selected from a list of mediators 
prepared and provided by the American Arbitration Association.  Mediation 
proceedings shall commence within thirty (30) business days of the date of the 
request for mediation or other date as determined by mutual agreement of the 
parties, and conclude within forty (40) business days of the date of the request for 
mediation or other date as determined by mutual agreement of the parties.  Unless 
the parties mutually agree otherwise, mediation proceedings shall be administered 
in accordance  

 
5) If the mediation is not successful, either party may then initiate a civil action.  

Venue for any civil action between the parties shall be the Los Angeles County 
Superior Court.   

 

NON-PROPOSITION 39 DISPUTES 

 

Any Dispute not related to or arising out of Proposition 39 shall be resolved in 
accordance with the procedures set forth below: 

 

1) Any Dispute shall be communicated in writing (“Written Notification”). The 
Written Notification must identify the nature of the Dispute and any supporting 
facts. The Written Notification shall be tendered to the other party by personal 
delivery, by facsimile, or by certified mail. The Written Notification shall be 
deemed received (a) if personally delivered, upon date of delivery to the address of 
the person to receive such notice if delivered by 5:00 p.m., or otherwise on the 
business day following personal delivery; (b) if by facsimile, upon electronic 
confirmation of receipt; or (c) if by mail, two (2) business days after deposit in the 
U.S. Mail.  

 
Unless directed otherwise all Written Notifications to the District and Charter 
School shall be addressed respectively as follows: 

      

 



Director 

Charter Schools Division 

Los Angeles Unified School District 

333 South Beaudry Avenue, 20th Floor 

Los Angeles, California 90017 

 

 Director/Principal 

 Ocean Charter School 

 12606 Culver Blvd. 

      Los Angeles, California 90066 

 

2) A written response (“Written Response”) shall be tendered to the other party within 
twenty (20) business days from the date of receipt of the Written Notification or 
other date as determined by mutual agreement of the parties.  The Written Response 
shall be tendered to the other party by personal delivery, by facsimile or e-mail, or 
by certified mail.  The Written Response shall be deemed received (a) if personally 
delivered, upon date of delivery to the address of the person to receive such 
communication if delivered by 5:00 p.m., or otherwise on the business day 
following personal delivery; (b) if by facsimile or e-mail, upon electronic 
confirmation of receipt; or (c) if by certified mail, two (2) business days after 
deposit in the U.S. Mail. 
 

3) If the Dispute has not been otherwise resolved by mutual agreement, the parties 
agree to schedule a conference to discuss the Dispute identified in the Written 
Notice (“Issue Conference”). The Issue Conference shall take place within fifteen 
(15) business days from the date from the date on which the Written Response is 
received by the other party or other date as determined by mutual agreement of the 
parties.  

 

4) If the Dispute has not been resolved by mutual agreement at the Issue Conference, 
either party may then request that the Dispute be resolved by mediation. Within 
fifteen (15) business days of the date of the request for mediation or other date as 
determined by mutual agreement of the parties, the parties shall mutually agree 
upon the selection of a mediator.  If the parties are unable to mutually agree upon 
the selection of a mediator, the mediator shall be selected from a list of mediators 
prepared and provided by the American Arbitration Association.  Mediation 
proceedings shall commence within thirty (30) business days of the date of the 
request for mediation or other date as determined by mutual agreement of the 



parties.  Unless the parties mutually agree otherwise, mediation proceedings shall 
be administered in accordance with the commercial mediation procedures of the 
American Arbitration Association. 

 

5) If the mediation is not successful, then the parties agree to resolve the Dispute by 
binding arbitration conducted by a single arbitrator. Unless the parties mutually 
agree otherwise, arbitration proceedings shall be administered in accordance with 
the commercial arbitration rules of the American Arbitration Association. The 
arbitrator must be an active member of the State Bar of California or a retired judge 
of the state or federal judiciary of California.  

 

	  


